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Now Gotham's Undercover Superhero Batman has disappeared leaving behind a daughter from his
long-time love Catwoman. Her name is Helena the mysterious superhero known as "The Huntress".
She has teamed up with the paralyzed hero "Batgirl" together they meet up with their next
teammate Dinah Lance. Dinah is a telepath and psychic who had terrifying dreams about Batgirl's
brutal accident. They must learn how to work together and become not only a team of superheroes
but also a family. In the future, long after the Batman has driven himself into exile, his legacy lives
on in the form of the Birds of Prey--Black Canary, Oracle, and the Huntress. "Birds of Prey" was a
show that could have been little more than a guilty pleasure. But it turned out to be one of the best
live-action comic-book adaptations ever done for TV. (Maybe *the* best - it's not exactly a
competitive field.)
The mix of characters was obviously formulaic, but that's not a bad thing. The post-Batgirl Oracle, for
example, made an interesting den-mother for the other ladies. Dina Meyer was barely up to the task,
but she definitely looked the part, and in comics appearances are 90% of the job. Ashley Scott, as
The Huntress, was the real star, and turned in a commendable performance in her more-complex
role. Best of all was the older Mia Sara as Dr. Harleen Quinzel. The idea of a mad-as-a-hatter
psychologist was clever, and Sara played it to the hilt.
The dark look of the series was perfect, and the writing was surprisingly strong. You never forget this
is a comic book, but there are lots of neat plot twists and emotional surprises. Once you get used to
it, the idea of focusing on the second-tier superheroes - like the Black Canary - is really intriguing.
None of them is cosmically over-powered, making for much stronger dramatic possibilities.
The main thing working against the show was the whole Earth II setup. I'll admit, I hadn't followed
the Huntress storyline in the comics, so I was as baffled as anyone, at first. If this is Gotham, where
the heck is Batman? I did catch on eventually, but the average TV viewer might feel a bit challenged
by the parallel-universe thing. Not to mention disappointed at the absence of familiar big-name
superheroes. None of this is ever well-explained; it's a daring approach, but one with definite risks
attached.
Nonetheless, it's worth sticking with this series. After a few episodes, you get caught up in these
characters, and the backstory becomes a non-issue. I'd have loved to see a lot more Birds of Prey,
but what we have is a really worthwhile piece of work - a reasonably true reflection of the highercaliber mainstream superhero comics of the 1990s and 2000s. There are those comix purists who
will complain that BoP violates "continuity". If the truth be known, that which constitutes "continuity"
is in the eye of the beholder (At last count, there are over five -- and counting --different Batman
"continuities" [Movie Batman, "Batman: The Animated Series", "Batman Beyond", "Justice League",
"The Dark Knight", etc.] ). At last count, Superman has over EIGHT different continuities (radio show,
TV shows ["Superboy", "Smallville", etc.], and countless cartoon incarnations -- in addition to the
comics). This is to say nothing of the pre- and post-"Crisis" versions of each of these characters.
There are so many different versions of Batman and Superman and different eras that trying to
please each and every comic fan out there is a nightmare and an impossible task for a screenwriter.
There are some people who want to see this version and some who want to see this era and if the
writers mix them up then all hell breaks loose in Comix Fandom. To attempt to satisfy the whims of
each individual fan is to ask for trouble.
While the critics are marking off their checklists and tabulating how well BoP adheres to its "source
material", they're missing out on a fun show peopled with some quirky and interesting characters
(The Huntress holds the singular honor of being TV's first superhero to see a therapist on a regular
basis!).
"Birds of Prey" is best enjoyed when judged on its own merits. In my opinion, it's a fun show that
deserves a chance to come out from under the shadow of its comic book origins. BOP is best
appreciated as an "Elseworlds" story; it exists in a continuity all its own -- apart from the comics,
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films, etc. (i.e., in this continuity, Joker is alive.)
The show draws from several sources: the comics, the films, and "Batman: The Animated Series" (cf.,
Harley Quinn and the voice of Mark Hamill as the Joker.) Judging from the costume that is featured in
the opening credits, we're assuming that the producers are basing their Catwoman upon the one
featured in the 1992 film, "Batman Returns" (In the movie, Selina Kyle absorbs the essences of the
cats -- nine lives, ability to always land on one's feet, etc. -- which revive her after Shreck pushes her
off the building.) "Birds of Prey" is not about either Batman or Batgirl. The show is about Huntress,
Dinah, and Oracle (who used to be Batgirl.) The title of the show -- "Birds of Prey" -- pretty much says
it all.
It is stated in the show that Batman disappeared after the Joker killed Selina. Bruce Wayne left the
city and is in an unknown location, but he is still alive. In the comics, that was what led Helena
Wayne to become the Huntress. In more recent years, however, the Huntress character was
revamped as a different person altogther, and has no family ties to either Batman or Catwoman.
Blame the network for that one. According to executive producer Hans Tobeason, WB had "issues"
with Oracle and her chair (what's more, they tried to freeze her out of the show altogether by
limiting her screentime.) a5c7b9f00b
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